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Wikipedia
--Release section
Wicked (2024 film)





Wikipedia
--Release section
Stranger Things

No mention 
of Seasons 
3 or 4—
because 
they have 
not been 
officially 
released



No mention of seasons 3-7—these have 
never been released

Our first deep dive into unauthorized DVDs—Grace and Frankie



Gracie and Frankie 
Searching by UPC in the Client



Baker & Taylor
Search results for 
Grace and Frankie





Amazon sells everything—including counterfeits. Buyer beware!









Why patrons (and selectors!) are frustrated

Wikipedia info on Grey’s Anatomy 



Example of poorly labeled 
product sold by third party on 
Amazon

Note first disc in middle row 
states “SEA ONE”

Image source: https://www.amazon.com.au/Stranger-Things-DVD-Seasons-1-4/dp/B0B8GMMZ7C 

https://www.amazon.com.au/Stranger-Things-DVD-Seasons-1-4/dp/B0B8GMMZ7C


How do I spot a counterfeit if I already have the item?

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ukNz9s1cjE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ukNz9s1cjE


Authentic DVDs are dual-layer 
discs. When you look at the 
underside of the disc, near the 
center, there should be two 
barcodes and item numbers—one 
for each layer.

Unauthorized discs are usually 
single layer discs with only one 
barcode and item number. Single 
layer DVDs have poor image quality 
compared to dual-layer. 

Image source: https://www.spookcentral.tk/tcp/2019/06/25/counterfeit-bootleg-dvd-box-sets

Dual-layer         Single-layer

https://www.spookcentral.tk/tcp/2019/06/25/counterfeit-bootleg-dvd-box-sets


Authentic DVDs/Blu-rays from 
the United States often have 
an FBI anti-piracy warning 
during the presentation.

If there is doubt, catalogers can 
play the disc to ensure this 
warning is present.

Source: https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/fbi-anti-piracy-warnings-over-time-pictures-322495/

https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/fbi-anti-piracy-warnings-over-time-pictures-322495/


• The arrival of multiple streaming platforms and then the 
pandemic changed how we engage with home 
entertainment, and we still feel the effects

• Some films are released only to DVD or Blu-ray and not both
• Some television series are being released exclusively to 4K 

format (new in the past 6 months)
• Some production studios decide not to release something 

after listing it with our vendors
• Streaming platforms may release some content to home 

media but not others (examples)



Tech services staff can help look out for bootlegs. 
Some things to check for:

• Flimsy case
• DVD seal on case inside plastic shrink wrap
• Duplicate UPC, or no results when searching UPC
• Lack of records in CCS, WorldCat
• Poor quality labels
• Poor image quality when viewed
• Should include FBI anti-piracy warning when viewed



Thank you!
Questions? Feel free to reach out! 

Heather Campbell  hcampbell@lvdl.org

Karen Clements  karen@lvdl.org

Kit Moore kmoore@crystallakelibrary.org

mailto:hcampbell@lvdl.org
mailto:karen@lvdl.org
mailto:kmoore@crystallakelibrary.org
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