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Summary of “Report on the Elimination of Subfield V”
Background
Effective February 2, 2026, the Library of Congress (LC) discontinued adding form subdivisions ($v) to the end of LC subject heading strings and chose to expand its use of LCGFT (Library of Congress Genre Form/Terms) headings. At this time, only records cataloged using the BIBFRAME editor, Marva, are required to be cataloged without the form subdivision. Staff using MARC will continue to use the form subdivision until they have switched completely to BIBFRAME. The number of records that will be cataloged using MARC and how long it will take for their catalogers to transition to BIBFRAME is uncertain. There is no requirement for any institution to follow Library of Congress’s practice of not using $v. Review the Library of Congress FAQ.  
	Example: Bad Kitty gets a phone by Nick Bruel

	Headings in current record
	Headings in record without form subdivisions

	Cats‡vComic books, strips, etc.
	Cats.

	Cats‡vJuvenile fiction.
	Cell phones.

	Cell phones‡vComic books, strips, etc.
	Internet‡xSafety measures.

	Cell phones‡vJuvenile fiction.
	Animal fiction.‡2lcgft

	Internet‡xSafety measures‡vJuvenile fiction.
	Humorous fiction.‡2lcgft

	Animal fiction.‡2lcgft
	Funny animal comics.‡2lcgft

	Humorous fiction.‡2lcgft
	Graphic novels.‡2lcgft



Potential Impact and Concerns from the Library Community
At the February 12, 2026 PCC meeting, the group discussed why this change was happening, as well as the workforce considerations. The group highlighted that the change is part of efforts to simplify cataloging rules around subject heading construction, noting that constructing subject headings correctly involves a "steep training onramp" for new catalogers. LC-PCC Policy statements have not been released on this issue yet. 
LC’s policy changes raised questions about potential wide-ranging effects on library patrons and staff worldwide. In response to library community concerns about the implications of LC’s proposed action on library staff, patrons, and information access, the American Library Association (ALA) Subject Access Committee (SAC) formed a Working Group on $v Retention to investigate whether or not form subdivision omission had broad community support, and what the body of user research suggested about the value of $v. The group collected survey information, performed a literature review, and published a report of findings and recommendations. 
The main concern from the greater library community is that browse searches will split the results list and make it difficult to find resources in the catalog. Library of Congress provided short notice to the library community of this change and have already implemented changes to the Subject Heading Manual. The conclusion found by the ALA Core SAC Working Group using surveys and research in their report is that the elimination of form subdivisions from LCSH does not match complex user information needs or fulfill users' search expectations for relevance or precision within public catalogs. Read the Working Group’s full report.
SCRAP Recommendation
At the April 22, 2026, meeting, SCRAP passed a motion to recommend that CCS libraries continue to use $v form subdivisions as a local practice. Concerns from SCRAP about this change were raised about impact to patron/staff searches, record quality, difficulty of removing all form subdivisions, impacts to staff workflow and training, and risk of inconsistency in the database.  
CCS Next Steps and Concerns
The impact of Library of Congress’s decision is still unfolding, and there are many unanswered questions about how this will affect the library community over time. Additional monitoring and research are needed to fully understand the long-term impact to the CCS database, library staff workflows, and patron search and discovery.
CCS supports SCRAP’s recommendation that CCS libraries continue to use $v form subdivision currently, with an active monitoring period of up to one year.  During this time, CCS will gather data and complete our analysis before bringing a final report and recommendation to CAMM, Database Management, and Executive Committee. 
During this monitoring period, CCS libraries should continue to use $v form. CCS will:
Gather usage data on subject headings and facets within CCS BiblioCore instances from June – October 2026. Analyze patron data from November – December 2026 to determine what impact a change could have on patron search and discovery.
Develop a method to monitor incoming records for the presence or lack of $v to understand how the change is impacting records in OCLC.
Monitor the library landscape by reviewing decisions and statements from national and international working groups, professional organizations and committees, as well as Illinois consortia and libraries. Conduct research as needed into how library organizations are adapting workflows because of the change.
Work with libraries to understand and evaluate impact on staff workflows and database maintenance. 
Work with Backstage to identify what process modifications are needed for ongoing Backstage updates long-term, if continuing to use $v as a local practice
Depending on how the situation evolves, CCS anticipates bringing this to a vote at CAMM in February or May 2027, with the option to move the timeline up if significant developments require a quicker decision.

Additional Resources
IHLS Support or Subject Heading Component Retention in Bibliographic Records
PCC Meeting Slides
RAILS Response
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